


 

Mission Statement of the Butler County Sheriffôs Office 

The Butler County Sheriffôs Office is devoted to excellence in all aspects of service 

provided to our community and its visitors. 

We are dedicated to enhancing our citizensô quality of life by reducing crime and the 

fears associated with crime. 

 

Our Core Values 

Honesty 

Fostering sincerity, openness and transparency 

 

Integrity 

Adhering to moral and ethical principles 

 

Humility 

Modesty of oneôs own importance 

 

Sense of Community 

Being part of, not above, those we serve 

 

Our Motto 

ñSpectemur Agendoò 

Let us be judged by our actions. 

 

Established in 1803 

Still Thriving in 2016 



 

Message from Sheriff Jones 

The Heroin Epidemic 

This powerful drug has grabbed the world and is turning 

lives inside out.  It affects people in all walks of life.  

Heroinôs addictive and deadly qualities make no distinction 

between the very poorest to the wealthiest of people.  Our 

jails, our courts and our hospitals are overburdened with 

the heroin epidemic. 

In the United States heroin overdoses took the lives of an 

estimated 45,374 people from 2011 to 2015.  Ohioôs portion 

of those numbers of heroin overdose related deaths more 

than quadrupled from 426 in 2011 to an estimated 1,883 in 

2015. 

Closer to home, the heroin overdose related deaths in 

Butler County have increased from 7 in 2011 to an 

estimated 160 in 2016.  Toxicology reports are pending in 

death investigations in December of 2016, so a total is not 

available as of this writing.  It is important to note here that 

these numbers obviously do not reflect those who have 

been rescued from an overdose death with the use of 

Narcan at the scene. 

Our BURN unit has arrested 398 people and investigated 

222 heroin related criminal cases in the past two (2) years 

alone. 

Heroin affects the lives of those who use it, their children, 

family and friends.  An unknown number of infants 

throughout this country are born addicted to heroin 

because their mother and father are heroin addicts. 

On August 12, Dispatcher Rebecca Hartman received a 9-

1-1 call from a father whose son had just overdosed on 

heroin.  Using her newly updated Emergency Medical 

Dispatch protocol for Narcan administration, Dispatcher 

Hartman instructed the caller on the proper use of the 

Narcan that he had on hand.  This was the first use of what 

is sure to become a frequently used set of instructions on 

life-saving measures for subjects who have overdosed.  

Due to her efforts that day, Dispatcher Hartman received a 

Certificate of Appreciation. 

Additional lives are being destroyed as you read this 

message.  I donôt know that we are winning this battle from 

the enforcement perspective, or with the current medicinal 

treatment options. 

We need to continue and enhance our ñJust Say Noò 

program.  Working with children at an early age and 

educating their parents is of critical importance as well. 

The workload of all Sheriffôs Office employees has 

increased due to the heroin epidemic.  I am proud of all 

they do to protect and respond to the calls for service to the 

citizens of Butler County, Ohio. 

ñThis job is not for everyone ï but I can say that those who 

have chosen this as a career with the Butler County 

Sheriffôs Office are Second to Noneò. 

Proud to Serve as your Sheriff, 

Sheriff Richard K. Jones 

Richard K. Jones was elected to serve as the forty-fifth 

(45th) Sheriff of Butler County, Ohio in November 2004.  

He took over the office on Monday, January 3, 2005.  He 

was elected to serve his forth (4th) term as our Sheriff in 

November 2016.  Before being elected as Sheriff, he 

served as Chief Deputy of the Butler County Sheriffôs Office 

for twelve (12) years. 

Sheriff Jonesô history as an administrator of the Butler 

County Sheriffôs Office for over twenty-four (24) years 

reflects a continuing dedication and commitment to the 

safety of everyone in Butler County.  

 

 



Chief Deputy Anthony E. Dwyer 

Chief Anthony Dwyer 
was born, raised and 
continues to reside in 
Middletown, Ohio.  He 
began his career at the 
Butler County Sheriffôs 
Office in 1984 when he 
was hired as a Deputy 
Sheriff assigned to the 
Jail. Over the next 
twenty (20+) plus years 
he was assigned to the 
Road Patrol Division 
before being promoted 
through the ranks of 
Detective, Sergeant, 
Lieutenant, Captain, and 
Major. When Sheriff 
Jones was elected in 
2005 he promoted 
Dwyer to his current 
position of Chief Deputy.  

 

Chief Dwyer is second in command and has the 
responsibility of managing every aspect of the Sheriffôs 
Office including a budget that exceeds 50 million dollars. 
While his current position as Chief Deputy is mainly an 
administrative one, the Chief will readily admit that his 
passion still lies in the Detective Division where he worked 
on several high profile cases that were featured on 
ñAmericaôs Most Wantedò and other television shows.  
Chief Dwyer stated ñThereôs just something about the 
nature of the hunt when youôre working a case.  You can 
never really replicate that feeling, and itôs quite addictingò. 
In all Chief Dwyer has served the citizens of Butler County 
for more than thirty-two (32) years. 

Major G. Michael Craft 

Major G. Michael Craft graduated from Hamilton Taft High 

School in 1980. He is a lifetime Hamilton resident and a 

former Champion Paper employee. He made his career 

switch to law enforcement when he joined the Butler 

County Sheriffôs Office in October 1989 as an undercover 

drug agent.  After attending the Basic Peace Officer 

Training Academy, Major Craft was assigned as a 

Corrections Officer until he was promoted to Road Patrol in 

June 1991. 

After being promoted to Detective in 1996, Major Craft  

completed three tours in the 

Drug Unit, was a D.A.R.E. & 

G.R.E.A.T. Officer assigned 

to the Crime Prevention Unit 

and was the first Detective 

assigned to the newly created 

ñCrimes against the Elderlyò 

program in 1995.  In 1996, he 

was named ñEmployee of the 

Year.ò 

After his promotion to 

Sergeant, Major Craft was 

assigned to supervise the 

Detective Division and Drug Unit until his promotion to 

Lieutenant in 2000.  As Lieutenant, he worked assignments 

in Court Security and the Civil Division and served as 

Deputy Warden of Corrections for over four (4) years. His 

final assignment as a Lieutenant was with Criminal 

Investigations until his promotion to Operations Captain in 

November 2013. 

In addition to his other assignments, Major Craft has also 

been a member of and supervised the Marine Patrol Unit 

and Hostage Negotiators. With over twenty-eight (28) years 

of experience at the Butler County Sheriffôs Office, Major 

Craft has worked countless high profile homicides and 

investigative cases along with county-wide, record    

breaking drug cases. 

Based on his extensive knowledge and experience 

throughout his many years of service, Sheriff Jones 

promoted him to Major on February 24, 2015. 

Executive Secretary Pam Stroup 

Pam was hired in 1984 under 

Sheriff Robert R. Walton.  She has 

served the Sheriffôs Office for 32 

years as an Executive Secretary to 

four (4) consecutive Butler County 

Sheriffs. Sheriff Jones and Pam 

worked closely on many projects 

while he served as Chief Deputy.  

He chose to continue that valuable 

working relationship by continuing 

Pamôs employment as Executive 

Secretary. 

 

FBI National Academy 

Session 224 

ñSpectemur Agendoò - Let us be judged by our actions 



Madison Junior / Senior High School   

On February 29, 2016, at 

11:17am, the Butler County 

Regional Dispatch Center 

received a radio call from a 

familiar voice, but in no way, for a 

familiar reason.  When retired 

Sergeant, now School Resource 

Officer Deputy Kent Hall keyed up 

his radio and announced ñshots 

fired Madison Schoolò, it was 

a first for the Butler County 

Sheriffôs Office. 

As Deputy Hall pursued the fourteen (14) year-old suspect 

into a field off school grounds, several scared students and 

a school administrator dialed 9-1-1, reporting the shooting 

as well as identifying who the shooter was. Deputies 

swarmed the scene to assist in locking down and securing 

the school, as well as to render aid to those that were shot 

or hurt.  As law enforcement from surrounding areas 

arrived on scene and a perimeter was set, deputies actively 

pursued the suspect who was shortly taken into custody 

without incident.  The weapon used in the shooting was 

also located in a field and recovered. 

As word of the shooting reached parents, the media, and 

other law enforcement agencies, the response to the 

school was overwhelming. Law enforcement personnel 

from numerous agencies responded to the school to assist. 

In all, there were over 100 law enforcement individuals, not 

including all medical personnel on scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents were parking where ever they could and running to 

the school to try and locate their child, or to find out if their 

child was being flown in one of the two medical helicopters 

called to the scene. 

 

 

 

Even though this was the first active school shooting the 

Sheriffôs Office handled, every division responded to the 

scene quickly, efficiently, and did their part to bring a very 

chaotic and highly emotional incident under control with a 

good outcome.  The eight (8) dispatchers and one (1) 

dispatch supervisor working this incident pulled together 

and handled an abundance of 

phone calls (from students, 

parents, media, etc) and radio 

transmissions from law 

enforcement and fire & EMS like a 

boss. The four (4) students 

injured, ages fourteen (14) and 

fifteen (15) years old, all survived 

and made a full physical recovery.  

The suspect was charged with 

four (4) counts of Attempted 

Murder and plead guilty. 

 

The handgun used was 

a .380 Sig Sauer P238 

that was seen by other 

students the day of the 

shooting but not reported.  

Those students were also 

criminally charged. 

Detective M. Barger points out 

the path the suspect took 

during the shooting. 

ñShots fired Madison Schooléò 

SRO Deputy K. Hall 



 Former Sheriff Richard S. Holzberger  

Richard ñDickò Holzberger 

served as Butler Countyôs 

Democratic Sheriff from 

1989 - 1992.  During his 

term as Sheriff, the Sher-

iffôs Office received itôs first 

grant for the Marine Patrol 

which is still going strong 

today. 

Former Sheriff Richard Holzberger was a police  of-

ficer for the City of Hamilton for twenty (20) years.  

After retiring, he became Sheriff until his term ended 

in 1992. 

Former Sheriff Holzberger ran a small business in 

the City of Hamilton before he passed away on Janu-

ary 24, 2016 at the age of seventy (70). 

Former Sheriff Harold D. Gabbard  

Harold ñDonò Gabbard served 

as Butler Countyôs Republican 

Sheriff from 1993 - 2004.  Dur-

ing his term as Sheriff, inmates 

were actually housed in tents 

when the jail became over-

crowded. 

Former Sheriff Harold ñDonò 

Gabbard was a police officer for 

the City of Hamilton for twenty-

eight (28) years.  After retiring as a Detective, he became 

Sheriff serving three (3) terms from 1993 - 2004. 

Former Sheriff Gabbard enjoyed fishing, hunting, and playing 

golf.  He was eighty-four (84) years old when he passed 

away on May 30, 2016. 

Your service to Butler County will never be 

forgotten.  May you rest in peace... 



 

James Blackburn  1803 - 1804 

William McClellan  1804 - 1806  

John Wingate  1807 - 1808 

William McClellan  1809 - 1812 

James McBride  1813 - 1816 

Pierson Sayre  1817 - 1820 

Samuel Millikin  1821 - 1824 

John Hall   1825 - 1828 

Pierson Sayre  1829 - 1830 

William Sheely  1831 - 1834 

Israel Gregg   1835 - 1838 

John K. Wilson  1839 - 1842 

William J. Elliott  1843 - 1846 

Ferd Van Derveer  1847 - 1848 

Aaron Schenck  1849 - 1850 

Peter Murphy  1851 - 1855 

Joseph Garrison  1856 - 1959 

A.A. Phillips   1860 - 1863 

A.J. Rees   1864 - 1867 

R.N. Andrews  1868 - 1871 

W.H. Allen   1872 - 1875 

Marcellus Thomas  1876 - 1879 

F.D. Black   1880 - 1883 

George St. Clair  1884 - 1887 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ike Rogers   1888 - 1891 

Franke Krebs  1892 - 1895 

William Brucks  1896 - 1899 

Peter Bisdorf   1900 - 1903 

Luke Brannon  1904 - 1908 

Andy Graf   1909 - 1912 

Harry Metcalf   1913 - 1916 

Franke E. Pepper  1917 - 1920 

Rudy Laubaugh  1921 - 1924 

Luther E. Epperson  1925 - 1926 

George Sloneger  1927 - 1928 

Luther E. Epperson  1929 - 1930 

John C. Schumacher 1931 - 1936 

Charles B. Walke  1937 - 1956 

Paul A. Pell   1957 - 1961 

James F. Hixon  1961 - 1967 

Harold Carpenter  1968 - 1976 

Charles S. Sroufe   1976 

Robert R. Walton  1976 - 1988 

Richard S. Holzberger 1989 - 1992 

Harold D. Gabbard  1993 - 2004 

Richard K. Jones 2005 - Present  

Former Sheriffôs 
of  

Butler County 

 



In 1962, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15th as National Peace Officers Memorial Day, and the calendar week in 

which May 15 falls as National Police Week.  National Police Week was Sunday, May 15 through Saturday, May 21, 

2016. 

ñNational Police Week is a time for all of us to stop and remember all the brave men and women Peace Officers who 

have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to communities throughout Butler County, the State of Ohio, and the nation.  

Paying this small tribute to them is the very least we can do to show our respect for all that they gaveéò  

National Peace Officers Memorial Day ð May 15, 2016  

Line of Duty Deaths in the USA  

9 / 11 related incident 3 

Aircraft accident: 1 

Animal related  1 

Assault   3 

Automobile accident: 23 

Drowned  2 

Duty related illness: 1 

Fall   1 

Gunfire:   63 

Gunfire (accidental): 2 

Heart attack:  6 

Motorcycle accident: 7 

Stabbed  1 

Struck by train:  1 

Struck by vehicle: 9 

Vehicle pursuit:  4 

Vehicular assault: 12 

 

Male:  134 

Female: 6 

 

K9 Line of Duty Deaths: 34  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butler County Sheriffôs Office  

Officerós Memorial 
The Sheppardôs supporting 

law enforcement 

You may be gone but will never be forgotten.  May you rest in peace brothers and sisters... 



Pike County Massacre 

On April 22nd, eight members of the Rhoden family were 

murdered execution style in their homes while they slept in 

Piketon, Ohio. 

The only family members spared were three small children 

who's age ranged from four (4) days to three (3) years old. 

While the Pike County Sheriffôs Office and the Ohio Bureau 

of Criminal Investigation were actively investigating the 

slayings, Sheriff Jones wanted to make sure they had a 

comfortable and efficient command post to operate from.  

Sheriff Jones sent his Incident Command Post to the Pike 

County Sheriffôs Office to utilize for as long as they needed 

it.  Pike County has determined there were at least two (2) 

shooters and the case still remains open. 

Hueston Woods July 4th Fireworks 

Annually, Hueston Woods has an elaborate fireworks show 

that brings in large crowds to the beach and lodge areas. 

Every year, the Communications Section provides 

assistance to the Preble County Sheriffôs Office and State 

Parks by providing the Incident Command Post, and the 

portable tower for radio communications.  The Incident 

Command Post is stationed in the beach area, and is set 

up and manned by Communications Unit Technicians and 

an Incident Dispatcher.  The Incident Command Post is an 

air conditioned unit that allows personnel to work in a 

controlled environment that provides security and the ability 

to monitor surroundings through a telescopic camera. 

USA Triathlon - Voice of America Park 

The Voice of America Park hosts the USA Triathlon Youth / 

Junior National Championships annually.  Each year for 

this event, the Mobile Incident Command Post is staffed 

with an Incident Dispatcher from the Butler County Sheriffôs 

Office Regional Dispatch Center. 

 

Butler County Sheriffôs Office Mobile Incident Command Post  

Dispatch Supervisor  

Miranda Sheppard 

Incident Dispatcher  

Tami Miller 


