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Sheriff Richard K. Jones took over the duties of the
Butler County Dog Wardens Office. At the time, the
Dog Wardens Office consisted of 3 full time Deputy
Dog Wardens and a Chief Dog Warden. Deputy Dog
Wardens Kurt Merbs and Julie Flanagan transferred
under the Sheriff bringing with them 34 years of
experience. Sheriff Richard K. Jones is now the
Dog Warden for Butler County. Deputy Merbs was
promoted to Supervisor and hired were Deputy Amber
Boeing and Deputy Jamie Hearlihy.

The job duties of the
Dog Wardens consist of
calls for dogs at large,
license enforcement

of dogs, dog bites, and
dog attacks assisting the
Butler County Sheriff’s
Office and local Police

Departments in search

warrants, and selling

dog licenses. Also the

Deputy Dog Wardens

are all certified Humane Officers and handle all animal
cruelty complaints, neglect cases, and abandonment
cases in the county. These cases involve many
different kinds of animals from horses and goats

to dogs and cats. The dog wardens work an 8 hour
shift however the job does not stop there as the Dog
Wardens office is on call 24/7 for emergency situations
that arise.

In 2014 the Dog Wardens drove more than 71k miles,
impounded a total of 2,067 animals either to the
shelter or back to the owners, wrote 1,427 citations
and 199 written warnings, handled 528 counts of
animal cruelty, neglect or abandonment cases, and
wrote 28 citations for cruelty or abandonment and 53
Humane Warnings. The Deputy Dog Wardens patrol

and cover all of Butler County except the city of
Fairfield and the City of Oxford as they have their own
Animal Control Officers. The Deputy Dog Wardens
have recently taken over full time duties in the City of
Middletown which along with the City of Hamilton is

the busiest areas worked.

Caisson

The Butler County Sheriff’s Office acquired a military
caisson in 2000. The caisson and all associated
equipment were acquired through donations to the
Butler County Sheriff’s Office. The caisson is pulled
by two horses belonging to Morris Vangordon. Mr.

Vangordon also drives

the caisson during

funerals. Traditionally, a caisson was used to carry
fallen personnel from the battlefield.

The Butler County Sheriff’s Caisson Unit was
established to honor those fallen members and
families of the law enforcement community as well as
those in military service, or distinguished community
members.

The Caisson was used in 2014 to carry our brother
Ben Ballinger to his final resting place.

Deputy Ballinger lost his courageous battle with
cancer in May of 2014.

The Caisson Unit is currently under the command of
Lt. Todd Langmeyer



Captain
Dennis Adams

Jail and Medical
Corrections
Division

An Overview

The Butler County Jail is a multi- million dollar
business operation with the goal of providing a safe
environment for the employees as well as the inmates
who visit the complex. When an inmate enters the
jail complex they immediately are aware of the
professionalism of the staff and the expectations of
their behavior as they are incarcerated in the jail.

The Warden of the Butler County Correctional
Centers, Captain Dennis Adams, was promoted to

the position in 2012 and has been a driving force in
assuring the jail is used to its maximum potential. He
has implemented numerous changes to the facility,

increasing bed space and contracts held by the
Sherift’s Office.

The Hanover Street Facility houses all classifications
of inmates and has an inmate capacity of 848. Built in
2001, it’s a state of the art facility that houses not only

Butler County inmates but also contracted inmates
for the US Marshal’s, Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement and Bureau of Prisons. Contracted
beds are also available for inmates of other county

jurisdictions. All inmates
are received, booked

and released from this
facility. Last year alone,
over 12,600 inmates were booked into the facility.
An equal number were released. The jails are a 24/7
operation.

Classification Unit

Upon entering the facility, the inmates go through the
booking process; all inmates are interviewed by the
Classification Officer and classified to their proper
level. Once they are classified they will be moved to
the proper housing units to minimize risk to both the
inmate and the facility. Inmates are classed Minimum,
Medium or Maximum, depending upon their charges,
prior criminal histories, jail behaviors and physical
and mental conditions. Uniforms are colored
according to classification level, which helps officers
distinguish their level of security at a glance. Inmates
are reclassified every 30 days to assure no changes to
their classification are warranted.



Trusty Program

The Butler County Sheriff’s Office utilizes inmate
labor to help offset costs in their everyday operation
of the Department. Work details are coordinated by a
Trusty Coordinator who qualifies and assigns inmates
to their details. In 2014, inmates worked on inside

details (Commissary, Kitchen, Laundry...) and outside
details (Grounds Crew, Maintenance, Miscellaneous
Details...) for a total of 152,017 hours saving the
County $1,208,535 in labor cost.

Inmates worked in our facility and also assisted with
numerous details within the Community. Inmate
labor is used to do all the laundry in house, keep the
grounds well maintained at our facility and to assist
in the kitchen with the preparation of all three meals
for all the inmates. Inmates who work are eligible to
receive “Good Days” from their sentencing Judge
after they work at least thirty (30) days. Inmates can
earn up to three (3) “Good Days” for every thirty (30)
days worked an example would be: Inmate works
for ninety (90) days he or she is eligible for nine (9)
“Good Days” for their work.

The PRIDE (Providing Responsibility for Inmates
through Duties for the Environment) Detail,
supervised by Corrections Deputy Chris Wells,
conducts litter control throughout the County. The
program is funded primarily by State and Federal
Grants, the “Chain Gang” recycles the cans collected
and puts the money from the cans towards the
program as well. During 2014 the Chain Gang
worked 462 hours and collected 3348 bags of garbage

while walking many miles of both county roads
and state highways. The detail gives the inmates an
opportunity to show PRIDE in their community by
serving the community and cleaning their streets.

Rules and regulations must exist in any correctional
facility to maintain order and inmate and officer
safety. Upon entry into the facility, inmates are issued
a handbook which outlines the facility rules and
consequences if they are not adhered to.

Inmate rule violations can be punishable by loss of
commissary, loss of visitation or even in the more
extreme cases, physical isolation with three meals

a day comprised of the Warden Burger. Inmates
requesting a hearing in regards to their “ticket” can
meet with the Hearing Officer, who will hear the facts
and determine guilt or innocence. In 2014, over 2568
such hearings were held.

Jail Forensic

The Sheriff’s Office recognizes that an arrest and
incarceration can be one of the most traumatic events
in the average person’s life. Thus, a forensic team
comprised of three full time licensed employees and
a part-time psychiatrist is available to provide the
inmates with crisis intervention, suicidal/homicidal
risk assessments, special housing requirements,
medications, and post discharge planning. Inmates
are assessed for their need of forensic intervention
upon entering the facility and a system has been
implemented allowing inmates to leave a request via
phone for forensic aid during their stay. This line is
monitored 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Once
under forensic care, the forensic team interacts with
these inmates on a daily basis or until they are returned
to the general population.



Inmate Services

Inmates use our Inmate Services Division to

request legal services which include the law library
computer, voice grievances and request special
services. Clerical Specialist Susan Gill receives these
“Kites” and processes them. In 2014, she responded
to 22,748 inmate requests. She is also responsible for
supplying indigent inmates with packets containing
hygiene, correspondence and phone card items on

a weekly basis. During the year 16,077 indigent
packets were distributed.

Medical Services
Division

Medical services are provided to the inmates/detainees
through our Medical Services Division. Inmates/
detainees are medically screened upon entering the
facility to discern chronic care needs or medication
requirements. Those who require additional medical
care during their stay may make the request by filling
out a “green slip.” Much like an Inmate Service
Request, these requests are submitted to the medical
staff to assess and arrange the appropriate medical
treatment.

The medical staff performs sick-call visits in each
block daily based off these requests. On an average
day the staff responds to 60 open orders which are
made up of sick calls and screenings. The Doctor and
Physician’s Assistant visit the facility 3 times per week
to see inmate/detainees and address their medical
concerns through a Provider Sick Call.

The Medical Department is comprised of a Medical
Administrator, Curt New, a Medical Director Anthony
Abdullah M.D., 2 Medical Supervisors, 1 part-time
R.N. for immigration detainees, 1 full-time Pharmacy
Tech, 4 full-time medics, 15 part-time medics,

1 part-time LPN, 1 physician’s assistant and 1 dentist.
Also within the Medical Services Division

is Transitional Living Inc., which is a contracted
service which addresses the mental health concerns of
the jail population.

ICE 287(g)
Program

The Butler County Sheriff’s Office houses offices for
local Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents employed by the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS). Daily duties for agents in the
Criminal Alien Program include the investigation,
apprehension, and detention or deportation of criminal
aliens encountered in the state of Ohio. Butler County
287(g) program officers encounter criminal aliens
suspected of being illegal in the Correctional Facility
and have the responsibility to perform the same
duties as ICE agents. During 2014, over 148 Criminal
Aliens were placed into removal proceedings through
the Federal Immigration Court in Cleveland, Ohio.

A video connection to the court allows detainees to
attend legal proceedings without leaving the facility.
This cuts the elevated costs of transporting ICE
Detainees to their proceedings, and the amount of
manpower needed to do so.

Central Records

Carla Duke is the supervisor of Central Records.
Central Records Division personnel serve the public,
government agencies and all divisions within the
Butler County Sheriff’s Office. It is the first point
of contact for the public when entering the Sherift’s
Office building. Several services are provided by the
Records staff including; fingerprinting BCI&I (state)
and FBI (national) web checks, local background
checks, public record requests, inmate/attorney visits,
video arraignments for inmates, collection of inmate
commissary money and copies of accident and
criminal offense reports and release of towed vehicles.

Central Records processed 7,590 and validated 3,512
offense and incident reports created by the Patrol
Division. Central Records brought in more than
$98,100 through fingerprinting, local background
checks and accident report copies. They provided over
2,700 free background checks for our Armed Services
and other government agencies and 1,829 free



accident and 6413 free Report Copies to the Courts,
the public and other agencies. The Records Division

is also responsible for assisting with updating inmate
files and processing releases. We also processed
22,660 Inmate Service Requests and 14,345 inmate
Indigent Giveaways for the Corrections Division.

The Butler County Sheriff’s Office Central Records
Division is proud to serve the citizens and agencies of
Butler and surrounding counties.

Pipe and Drum
Corps

The Butler County Sheriff’s Office Pipe and Drum is

a volunteer Pipe Band that was formed in 1997 and Instruments used by the band include the Great
comprised of both civilian and Law Enforcement Highland bagpipes, Scottish Snare Drums, Tenor
personnel. Drums and Bass Drums. The band is currently seeking

experienced players or those seeking to learn to play
The band practices several times a month. Beginner the bagpipes.

lessons are provided for the Great Highland Bagpipes
and Scottish drumming techniques by senior band
members at no cost. Performances include services for
Fallen Officers, Firefighters, Military and Community
Leaders as well as parades and services such as

PR

Veteran’s Day, 4th of July and Memorial Day.

The cost to outfit one member can be well over
$2000. To offset the cost to volunteers, the band
receives donations and grants through the Hamilton

Community Foundation to assist in outfitting each
member. The Sheriff’s Office and the public incur
no cost for the operation and maintenance of

the Pipe Band.




2014
Retirements

Corrections Deputy Merlin Hoover
1/17/2014
Deputy Jerry Stevison
3/31/2014
Deputy Dale Paullus
3/31/2014
Corrections Sergeant Chester Luttrell
4/24/2014
Deputy Todd Cordes
5/31/2014
Sergeant Mark Kettler
6/30/2014
Sergeant Monte Mayer
7/30/2014
Deputy Douglas Hale
8/31/2014
Captain Kathryn McMahon
8/31/2014
Deputy Thomas Lentz
10/30/2014
Deputy Elbert Gray
11/20/2014
Sergeant Kent Hall
11/28/2014
Corrections Deputy David Green
11/28/2014
Captain Mike Craft
11/30/2014
Executive Secretary Pamela Stroup
11/30/2014

2014
Promotions

Corrections Deputy
Timothy Adams to Deputy Sheriff
1/25/2014
Corrections Deputy
Andrew Schroeder to Corrections
Deputy Sergeant
2/14/2014
Technician Ken Carpenter
to Information Technology Manager
5/31/14
Detective Ron Owens to Sergeant
8/6/2014
Detective Joe Fuller to Sergeant
11/13/2014
Deputy Joe Ventre to Detective
11/13/2014
Sergeant Rick E. Bucheit
to Lieutenant
12/17/2014
Detective Hung Tri-Rudolf
to Sergeant
12/17/2014
Deputy Mike Barger to Detective
12/17/2014
Lieutenant John A. Sons to Captain
12/19/2014
Corrections Deputy Charles Young to Corrections
Deputy Sergeant
12/23/2014
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